88         ENGLISH POLITICAL THEORY
superstition. Godwin was a philosophic anarchist,
and philosophic anarchy has never endeared itself to
the British temperament. Consequently, his chief
disciples have been foreigners, and his countrymen have
never paid honour to the prophet. Godwin has lived
mainly through his son-in-law Shelley, whose mind he
trained, whose passion for humanity he stimulated, and
whose hatred of oppression he undoubtedly inspired.
There is only one political principle that matters
to Godwin, and that is justice. If asked to define
justice, he would have done so in terms of public utility.
* Morality is that system of conduct which is deter-
mined by a consideration of the greatest general good:
he is entitled to the highest moral approbation whose
conduct is, in the greatest number of instances, or in
the most momentous instances, governed by views of
benevolence and made subservient to public utility.1
The origin of government and the debate on social
contract are nothing to Godwin but a dangerous
irrelevance. f Instead of inquiring what species of
government was most conducive to the public welfare,
an unprofitable disquisition has been instituted respect-
ing the probable origin of government. . . . Hence,
men have been prompted to look back to the folly of
their ancestors, rather than forward to the benefits
derivable from the improvements of human know-
ledge/ *
Godwin, then, looks solely to the future. He is no
doctrinaire democrat, because the logic of his rigid
individualism breaks right through the constraints of
majority rule. * It is ridiculously asserted that the
voice of the people is the voice of truth and of God :
universal consent cannot convert wrong into right/
He even goes so far as to say that it is better for a
1 Political Justice* Book II. Chap. i.